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We. strongly support”multifateral
fforts fpwa;vr: pe‘ggg’, especially the
~.Contadora process. However, ng [ast- -
»;ing peace settlendent throtigh the Cone
tadora process can ba ,
-less there is simultanéoug fmplemens
tation of all the Contadora obfectives,

& Q. Mr. President, it's been reported
at you are willing to provids U.S,
r power to keep oil tankers moving
. through the Persian Gulf, Could you
< tell us what the Saudi response has
¥Lbeen t0 your proposals and uridér
‘" Wwhat circumstances tha United
' States could become militarily i~
U volved in that region, - :
AU AL Well, Maureen, I'va seen all the
_storfes, and « fot are based on SPeCUte
stilation already. Noj the — what we
al liave — we have kept in touch and arg
2 Keey
1" dind witl
o

be -« about not enlarging the war.
-19¢Q, Do we have a contingency plan
- fof doing s0 if they can't take care of
2£{¢ themselves? s
A. We'll — if they ask us for helﬂ;
-5 we have, obviously we'ya thought in:
we might do, But I
don’t think that's something I should
*otalk about. Helert,
i B
U.S.-Soviet Relations
Q. Mr. President, Senator Byrd
. says that dur relations with the Soviet
evsynion have reached the lowest point
20 years. Did you misjudge the

bas

irigesponsible for the boycott of the
s Qlympics; the breakup, the breakoft
;4 01 the arms ne§ouations, the stepped-
“Up offensive In Afghanistan, more
2« fissiles off our coast?

word A No, Helen, T don't think I'm re-
) ible for any of those things and
214§, these are the lowest, at the lowest
.state that we've had for 20 years —
+.i: 09t too long ago, a matter of days ago, |
gave to George Shultz one of our

s Yery eminent national news maga- .
r.z{nes for hint to see an article on this
§.¥§TY subject, And the article — it wag
2,80 April issue - and the article cited
. ;ga! we had the lowest relations we'd
ever had, and the President was to
n.blame for that in his vacillations and
5 forth and sq on. Except that it was

Ihat a,

¢ AAnd I have to say that today, no, we
#dia't walk away from the négotiat.
--ipg table. We made every effort to
¢ prove that we were ready to be flex-
5 Able in trying to negotiate a reduction
X wsnalpom;. And as for the Olympics,
1 y thing as 3 Government that

we did in the Qlympics was assure
them and meet virtually every re-
quest they made in regard to their
+ people there of, into, up to allowing
their cruise ship to anchor, and we
-Were going to spend about a half a
< Juillion dollars on protection for that

S G Will you adsmit there’s a height- *
ened: belligeren six eminent
sworld leaders today said that we're

. L headed for global suicide? What are

Lyou %umg todoabout it with this arms
-irace

iz A. I don’t think we are and 1 don’t
E Ijiink we're any closer, or as close as
>We might have been in thie past tg a
possible conflict or confrontation that
- could lead to a nuclear conflagration.
nlr think the very fact that we're
£ stronger—- yes the Soviet Union is un-
£happy. They're unhappy because for
the first time in a couple of decades
sWe are pmerving our security abile
ityr We're building up our military
~and we’re not unil i i

* notl

* to reaftirmg

achieved s, ¢

ing in touch with the Gulf stateg «
© hay

«._- Q. You cannot
ing?

ians? Are your hard-line policies

ncliding genuinely democratic elec-
jons in Nicaragua.

The freedom fighters in Nicaragua
have promised to fay down their arms )
d to participate in genuinely demo.

. %&tic elections if the Sandinjstag wilf

rmi¢ them. Our Congress faces
"s)éemg historic decisiong thig weelk.

upon 10 Support its own ideals. The-

peopld of EJ Salvador ‘afe watching,

i ters of Nicaragua

ag w . Nicaragua's threat..

ened peighbors are watching and the

Veneﬁm‘es of freedom are wafching ag
€l i

v ki
* Our balanced policy tan succedd
the Congress provides the resourceg’
for all elements of that policy as out-.
ned in the bipartisan recommendas
tions' of the Kissinger Commission,
But if: the Congress offers 100 little
suphpwrt it will bs worse than doing
ing at all; The success of Commu-
nisot in Ceénfral America poses 1
threat that 100 million people from
Panama to the open border on our
soutl could come under the control of
pro-Sviet regimes, Wa could face a.
ive' exodus of refugees to th

Ses the

massiye:
Uni

ited Statég:

The Congress has the cpportunity
our commitment to brave
peopla risking their lives for the
cause of H in ¥

vital interests aa at stake,
X e members of the Con-

« . I'maski 1

gress fo make that commitment,
* " And tiow, tonight's first question
will be from Maiseen Santin - and,
incidentally, thig is a double first for
Maureen. Her first first question
her new role as the A.P.’s chief White

NéWé‘Cenfer

ventory building

" Approved For Release 2011/06/30 : CIA-RDP30-00552R00050537005

FER
fEE 2

ence
'W% . .

i

President Reagan Qgeakiné

think anyone would

THE NEW YORK TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MAY 2, 1984
R ! : . !

The New York Times / Paul Hosefros.

S §
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by

YIx‘and, they can see — for exam ple the

House correspondent, Maureen? dids ne % modernization of our strategic weap-

i Ly . : geta tosome pleasant subjects. . ons, which are ail important — the

s No, I don’t think we are; And . Peacekeeper, the MX ~— they can see

‘. there's always some pessimists out, ; the contest that is going on ag to

o : . there, but I think all of the indicators '  ; hether that's ioing 10 be built or not,

. - X S sh;:w‘dg:t. g[?n)"funf, &Sl Wfiwrr;ﬂ % And thi?l can’t help but be encourag-
mi 8 ready to level off & * ing to them.

Middle East Conflict -l it from tht $3 perlt blge B0t L think its trve— they came 0

. Mr. President, - at we had for t St quarier, A i the table, and I thi they only came

ol agim, e P e At duarter line, § fo the table because they belioved i

wrilten: tg the Saudis Saying that  but which was probably based on ine v, Que. determination ta continue our

tates for A

stiould they ask the Unifed St
aid, that we ate willing to supply air
cover to protect the eil fields?

A. We didn't specify what we would
do, but we have told them, use
made d statement earlier that neither
¥e por the Western world as such

“would stard by and see the Straits of

pace with that level of
great many busiriesses were

The end sales figures
, SO

“We are still estimating that wo
think for the year the economijc

<.t mili:
did not keep mus?%eir whole propaganda cam-
growth,

building
;% inventory, which accounted for the

buildup. And they left be-

ign against the deployment of the
eﬁ{niangs and the Cruise missiles in
gmﬁe- which was agreed to in 1979

this country when NATO re-
ésted it — and we're keeping that
fomise — but at all the time that

L TR T

the Persian Gulf closed to interna-  EXOWChwill be about 5 percent, Butall * they were negotiating with us they
tional traffie. . the othér indicators - last month,  kept on building and adding to their
4 Q. Mr. President, then'in your judg.  housing stayts at a rate of 1,960,000 a k of 55-20’5. Now these are triple.
ment, what is the likelihood of Amep. - year; permits at 1,700,000; personal ‘warhead missiles that are intermedj-
ervicemets beifig- involved in: Sarnings up; and inflation - the pro-~~afo range, targetéd o all the targets

¢ some Kind of shooting war, sEortly or * uCers’ price index just the other day  of Bien, i also, they have been

‘war, L

inthe near future in tge Middle Fast?

A. | think very siight. I can’t fore-
seg that happening. ; -

foresee that hap‘?én-

. As things stand now, 1o, 1 don’t

., think so, .

Central America ' -
Q. Mr.. President; you've said
America’s vital intepests are at stake
in Ceéntra} erita, What will we-,
have to dg if the Congress does deny
that securitx assistance to stop thig
threat, the threat of Soviet-sponsored
regimies taking over all of the coun-
tries right up to our Southern bor-

3” X,Ihat do we h;ve’ cto do, 10 —
. Well suppose the Congress does
not vote the money that you need for
the freedom fighters,
them, what then would we re.
?uired t0 do to prevent this scenario
rom developing? P
A. We'd be in a very difficult posi-
tion and so would they. But, I have
10]

glea pes that after President  will be coming down and the deficit
' Duarte's visit here, and meeting with  will be comis

as many of the Congress as he did, that interest rates are going up, why ,
that there’s some' reason for opti- sboulq Allied leaders believe you ity

mism,
A. Yes, Andrea.

Bypassing Congress -

Q. Mr, President, there were re.
ports that the Administration had
gone around Congress and continued
to increase military and intelligence

Crease. -
Q. Sir, a few. weeks 4

A. 1 expressed
mistic belief, that before we. wera

friendly hornecor
sion. Y,

have gorle to economic summits for»
four years now and told
leaders that American interest rafes

that came out; which is the one that
indicafes what the cost price index is’
going to be. That wag at zero in-

prediction tonight? -
1 my belief, an opti~

with warm wea

1] — we

may have to hive a warm September ;
+ 10 add to that, but sumnier isn’t over

till then. Let me go back here. . . .

“Trip to Europ‘e\' k

Q. Mr. President, tw questions on

your upcoming trip to Europe, Fi irst,
are you concerned in any way that
planned dernonstrations in_ Ireland
will mar what was supposed to be a
ming for the televis

the

cameras? And, secondly,

you sing the same song, or say the
same this ear?
Al lhi:lg(‘
one of those things that can be vol:
tile; they slid up here this —
have, if you compare to them to
they were when we started, the‘{ are
well down. So there was 4 little in.

this ye ¥

at the interest rates are
a-

they

what

crease recently, which I think repre- '

3 . rep]
activities in Cenfral ‘America- by se“ted‘ea““m"mazg;‘f?ifﬁ;" 9

channeling money through account-
ing tactics ~— tricks of accounting —
through the Pentagon to the C.LA.
While you can't discuss covert activi-
ties, can you at least assure the
American people that you have not
had this- Adminjstration go beyo?\d

i ing the

it was hecessary, and I st;
1l

sible returg of inflati

hose conditions are - or

2 thexig loing
that is really unwarranted, The rate
of moriey increase right now iy well’
within the §uidelines set by
the Federal

the Fed,
Reserve, and it’s com-
ith. our i

“the will of Congress in
spending for military activities in
Central America.

A, Andrea, we've thought of no

;)rocedures that are any different

rom what hag been done in past Ad-

ministrations, nor have we done any-

thing without the knowledge of the

Congress. . P i
. But can you explain then, sir, we

were told Congress was told about a
month ago that if Congresd didn’t ap.

T ontras woul nn out of . ;. - . o ;o
ﬁoney by now, Now Congress hag Inghsé;;nmgtigi(grw about the:

been told that the C.1.A. has enou
mopey to get through the rest of the
summer, How is that possible without
their getting secret funds? , -

A, Well, unless they guessed wrong
on the first date, but I thought that
they were closer to being out of
money than they apparently are, but I
don’t think an{—- well, nothing of that
kind could take place that - without

while they continue their massive
+8rms buildup. And Pm sure this
makes theny a little unhappy about
that, that thingy aren’t as easy as
once: were. But when they're
ready to come back to the table it
probably <= or might not be until after
the election, I don't know, but I think
that the world maybe i3 a little safer -
“thanithas beenin the past, ¢
i
Yy §ye

e Ige of Congress.
A, Sam. .

State of Economy

Q. Sir, interest rates are going up,
the stock market is going down, and
some economists say we're 3:“‘? to
be into a recession perhaps this fall.
Do you think we're headed for a re- - B,

Wi

gtimlstic that those interest

them come down. R
As for the deficit, 1'm alsq going to

bheaaptimistic and tell you ma? 1

1l

overest]

placein years that there
demonstrationy and' they

Lion has sajd that once we build

wmilitary strength, the Russians would

have an incentive to come to the ne-

gotiazing table. You have said that we-
ave built up

but why have the Russians no re.

turned to the negotiating table?

Wil
growth, and yet it i3 not af a point that
WOl

uld add to inflation, So. f afa still
i i rates,
to'sea

at we're going to continue’

t everyone has
ing. Not that jt is;

imating the amount i

A, Oh, the Irish demonstrations! F -
think

that's just Irish hospitality.

ey know that I tiaven't goné any.
s't been
1 don’t w;

to feel as if I'm nof at home},

Talks With Soyiet -

Q. Mr. President, your Administra:
up oul

it

our military defenses,

A. Well, a3 I say, maybe they'ra

waiting for the election ta be ‘over.

ut, n6, we have buiit up, On the other
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. Alligd-

il hold at

adding them aimed at targets in Asia.
And it was for this, in response to this,
that NATO agked for an intermedi.
" ate-rdnge weapon that could be based

¢ in Europe, targeted on Russia, And

you predicted by the end of the sum«  we have — we're providing that,
+ mer that interest rates would beginto - [t'won’t in any way match the 1,350
. Ara you still willing ta make or so warheads that are in the §8-20's,

but we believa it will be enough for a
deterrent, The use of a deterrent is to
have the enemy know that if he's con-
templating some rash action, the cost
to him might be more than he cares to
bear, So we're going forward with
this. They had waged such a cam-
paign to stop it — I think they made
this'othez miove to hopefully — on the
. hope that our allies in Europe might
* change their minds and cancel out
their reguest. Well the allies stood
firm. I don’t think the alliance has
ever beefi more solidly together than,

it i3 right now.
Gesture to Russians
' Q. Mr. President, given the cool-

ness of our relationship right now, do
ou think the Russians have a prob.

down. Given the fact: 1em of saving face, perhaps in return.

ing to negotiating? If so, would you be
prepared to offer some gesture — to
make some overture — that would be
thatrgositiva sign that they asked for
in order to come to the tab?; without &
loss of face, :

A. Charlotté, I don’t think it would
proper for us to do something —
some concession — that would make
¢ it look that we rewarded their intran.
sigence and their walking out of the
meéetings. But, wq have pursued, and
¢ we took the lead in this - negotiations

on & number of other matters be-
tween our two countries that have
“nothing to do with strategic weapons,
and we've been making some
progress in a number of those negoti-
* ations. S¢ I don’t think things are as '
+ bad as they'ra being painted.
" 7 Let me switch around a little bit
. here.,
[

g

3

-1 Civil Rights Bill

. Mr. President, the Civil Rights

think . Act of 1984 is expected to go to House
en oyerestimat« | committees tomorrow.
't & Serjous prof. . the Supreme Court’s decision in the
lem, it is, but I think that lhey’;:gbee’;\
i the out

ecause of

Tove City College case, the bill re-
. stores  allinclusive prohibitions
* against sex, race, handicap or age

iscrimination at institutions with
- federally assisted pm§rams. Do you

support this measure’

. There is some who are watching
this - legislation very ' closely. The
Court decision was based on the way

ya' Article 9 is — was written by Con-

gress, and it was the way we inter-
preted it also. Now if there is legisla-
tion ta reverse the Court decision with
regard to Title 9 — I said Article,

: Title 9 — that will prevent discrimi-
nation against women in educational
institutions that are getting funds
fi Government, we suppo:

: that.” There is- legislation that has
been proposed and T don't just
which they’re §mn% to take up tomor-
row. There'is legislation which is so
broad that actuaily it would open the
door to Federal infrusion in local and
state governments and in any manner
of ways

ing th: hae Voi
005083700544
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ever beep intended by the Civil Rights
Act, That kind of legislation we would
oppose.

Perslan Gulf il

Q. Mr. President, you said earlier
that if asked, the United States would
assist Persian Gult states in keeping
the Strait of Hormuz Are there
any circumstances where American
interests could be so threatened that
the United States would act unilater-
ally or without & request from those
states?

A. Well again, [ can't foresee that.
We probably would be, among alj the
importing of oil nations, we would be
the least hurt by any shutdown, It is
our allies — it i3 Japan, it is our
{riends in Western Eum[ge who would
really be in trouble if there was any

to the Middle East oil.
ctually, only 3 percent of our oi
supply now, thanks to decontrolling
oil and increasing domestic produc-
ton, only 3 percent is involved in the
Persian Gulf for us. And we have in-
creased our stockpile of oil to four
times what it was when we came

stog

lere,

So I can't see & kind of an emer-
gency that would do this. But also
remember, we are in consultation
also with our allies, with those na-
tions that would be affected. Because
we're not contemplatin, anything
unilaterally here; this problem is one
that affects all of us.

Q. What would the United States do
to hEIfE? its allies in the event of an oil
cutoff? Would we give thern oil from
the strategic reserve?

A. We have had people in consulta-
tions with our allies, and they've been

ing con-

holding meet; on discuss
i d not
ing to

tingencies of this kind. We wq

hold back on immedjately t

our reserve, but 1'm not prepared to

say we've made any specific plans,
Gary,

‘ Money Supply

Q. Mr. President, some of your top
administrative advisors suggest that
the interest rate question could be the
cutting edge in November on the, for
the election. With some of your people
saying that the Federal Reserve
Board has too much controt of the in-
terest rates, others saying that they
haven't had — that they've been too
harsh, the criticism has been too
barsh of the Fed — what is Your posi.
tion? Do you think the Fed should
Toosen up on the money supply? .

A. Well, as I indicated eartier,
Gary, I think they're right on target
with it now. It i true a short time ago
there was a dip below the regular |
line, and 1 think this was one of the
things that caused some pani¢ out
there in the money markets because
usually, or in the past on a number of
occasions such, back around '78 and
780, that such a dip was then followed
by a real loosening of the strings,
such a flood of money that that's
when we went to 21!{? interest rates
and doubledigit inflation for fwo
years and so forth, But it is possible,
That's pot an exact tool, of money
supply. Sometimes, and judging on a
weekly basis the way they do some.
times, there can be an inadvertent dip
or inadvertent splurge.

So 1 don’t know whether the time
when they got below their line wag
inadvertent or aot. But they are back
up on target and where they should be
with a normal rate of increase tled to
the increase in the econowmy. -

Submarines Off U.S.

3, Mr. President, the White House
and the Pentagon worked very hard
yesterday to tell people that they
shouldn't really worry about the new
nuclear missile submarines the
Soviet Union says they've placed off
the American cqast, Can you teil the

American people that these new mis-

sile subs are not any cause for con-
cern? And is there anything the U.S,
must do to respond to the Soviets?

A. If I thought there was some rea.
son to be concerned about them, 1
wouldn’t be sleeping in this house to-
night. No, this isn't reaily anything
new, They’re announcing and they're
publicizing, but those submarines are
ff our coasts, They've had sub.
marines in and out and patroiling
there for extended periods of time,
Maybe there’s one or two more than
had been there at one time in the past, '
but I think agaisy, it is in keeping with
thelr talk about us putting the Per-
shings in Europe and that they’re now
going te show us that they can do
something in return if we do that. So
they have the submarines off shore.
But, no, I don't think they pose any
particular threat at all.

The Sakharovs

Q. Mr. President, if it's any consoe .

lation to you, I've written all my rela-
tions in Countf' Kerry not to demon-
strate seriously until you and I are
safely out of the country. But I
wanted (o ask you if you have any
message for the Soviet Government
or for the Sakharovs about the possi.
bility of getting them out of the coun.
try —whether there's any deal or any
trade that can be made to save their
lives? N
A. Jerry, I guess on this one I have
to say we're as concerned as anyone
— deeply concerned. Mrs. Bonner has
a very serious heart condition, She is
a physician herself, She's a war hero,
also — she was wounded three times
inWorld War I1. She was permitted to
leave Russia once and had medical
treatment for her problem outside the
country, and I.think it’s only natural
that someone would want to g0 back
{o the person that had treated them
before. But 1 can’t go further than
that because this is a little bit like
when I put a moratorium on myself
before I'was here in talking about our
ple in the Embassy in Iran. 1 just
ave 3 feeling that anything 1 might
say publicly could be injurious to her
chances, 1 just hope and pray that the
Soviet Union will do the humane thing
and let her go. J

i iritention of

Bailout of Bank

Q. Mr. President, after the bailout
of Continental Illinois Bank, $OmE ex-
perts are concerned about the sound-
ness of Ametica’s banking system.
You have pushed for deregulation,
but are you now concerned that your
Administration will have to bail out
more big banks because, like public
utilities for example, they cannot be
permitted to fail?

A. No. This partjcular bank and this
so-called bailout — it may be — s by
the bankjngesystem itself, and it's
been done before, .

The protection has been offered to
the depositors, And obviously every-
one would like to hope that there
won't be any —~ that the bank won't
fail. But if it does, the people who'd be
injured would be the stockholders.
And, no, 1 da not see that this is any

threat to the bank‘n% system as such.
Thlx's is one bank that needs some
help.

Outlook on Taxes’

Q. Mr. President, the other day
Treasury Secretary Regan raised the
possibility that your Administration
may push Congress for passage of
twa separate tax bills in 1985: one to
simplify the current tax code and the

to raise new revenues in order
to shrink the budget deficit. 1f you're
re-elected, are higher taxes a good
possibility next year?

A. I have to feel — I haven't had a
chance to talk to Don about this. I
have a feeling that he started prob-
ably trying to clarify and make it
plain that if we had a reform plan, a
simplification of the tax structure, it
won't be a gimmick in order to raise
revenues. S0 he was divorcing any
tax increase from that, Now speaking
of a tax increase in addition tq that,
the only thing I could think is that he
was possibly feeling that if we get to
the absolut¢ bottom of where we can
get Government spending and it still
would then furnout tobe a hla'};he;r T-
centage of the gross nation; pm?\fct
than our tax structure provides, then
you would have to review the tax
structure to see if you knew that you
could not get any more cufs and re-
ductions in the cost of Government.
You'd have to make the tax structure
match that. I have said that myself.
But we're not ariywhere near that,
and I'm not looking for any tax in-
crease that soon. We've got a long
way {0 go in cutting Gwvfﬂmment
spending, ernment i§ taking oo
b.‘fa chmm: of the gross dational
product, out ofvghe private economy,

Troops to El $4ivador -

. Mr, President, you've said {1 the ™

pagt that you have no intention of
sending U.S. troops inta the combat in
El Salvador and Presidet-elect
Duarte sald yesterday that he has no
i Asidng Tor U.S. trgops to
go thers, But despite thesé denialg,
the doubts linger, Walter Mondale in-
sists that your policy will lead to U.S,
invelvement dowa there. Can yousay
unequivocally tonight that yoy would
not send (roops down to Ei Salvador

even it it appears that without them, © -

El Salvador might fall to the Commu-
nists? ) o

A. First of all, President Duarte
made it very plain that they would
never request American trgops. We
have aever had any consideration of
doing that or any thought of doing
thatat alk. Idon’t Know how I can con-
vince anyone, but all you'’d have to do
is look at all our friends and neigh-
bors in Latin America and probably
ag a holdover from the past, we'd lose
all thosé friends and neighbors, if we
did that. They want our help. They
know théy have to have our help eco-
nomically and in the manner in which
we're giving it, in military support,
by training and supplies and equip-
ment and sq forth, But they don't
want American manpower there,

Sarah,

. Excuse me. If I may follow up.
with this, if E1 Salvador clearly were
going to fall to the Communists,
would you feel it's in the U.S. interest
to send our troops in there and stop
that, or would you allow the country
to go Communist?

A. Well, you're asking me for a hy-
pothetical question and one in which I
think that I would be very foolish to
try and answer.

Military Contrd¢tors

Q. Mr. President, the ple on
your staff and people in the Justice
Department are well aware of some
of the shenanigans of defense con-
tractors — I yefer to General Dynam-
ics and somme of their stablemates; if
you want specific names I can give
them. But I'wonder if you are going to
leave this curtain down on this na.
tional seandal or you're going to see
that it’s brought out and that some of
the %650 million tax money that was
allowed to go in settlement from the
Navy to General Dynamics a while
ggck, if yow'll see that that's collect-

A. Sarah, I have to tell you that all
of this about defense spending and the
spare parts high prices and all of that,
1 have said this before, 1 will say it
again: This has been 3 past practice
but it’s our Administration, it's under
Cap Weinberger, those figures are
ours. 2use we're the ones who
found out these things were goingon.

Q. But sir, you haven't revealed if,
you haven't come out and told us all
about it, and we're waiting to hear.

A. I'have told you, and there’s been
a report from the Defe Depart-
ment, there have been hundreds of in-
dictments, there have been convic-
tions for fraud, there have been re-
bates from companies of all kinds,

Q. But sir, that was picayune to
what I'm talking about. That was
smatll'stuﬂ. T’'m talking about the big
stuff.

A. Sarah, you've been here longer
than I have. I haven't been here long
enough to call $600 million picayune!

Q. T want you to collect it, T want

Continued on Following Page
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- there, but in

. ' There might be another

- sir, it you could give us

. Charlotte’s question you

Countinued From Preceding Paga

you to check it out,

NATO Solidarity

Q. Mr. President, I wag wondering,
your defini.
tion of holding firm. In answer to
said our
allies in Europe were holding firm in
accepting missiles. Yet the Dutch
Government ig going through a rain
dance because thejr people don't
want to take the new missiles. Could

you sort of tell me how that is holding
firm? a

. A. Well, the decision must be made
by the Dutch Cabinet, the Cabinet of
the Netherlands, and the Parliament,

and they have not yet taken up that
issue or made a
are slated to get some cruise missiles

cally, Italy, Germany,
ward, England, the bases are being
erected for the missiles, including the
Pershings. And as 1 say not just on
that issue alone. But I have to tell you
that dome time ago when we came
here we found there was disarray in
the NATO alliance and that no longer

holds true today. I think we’re closer

than probably we’ve ever been. .

Q. But if the Dutch Government re.

verses and changes their mind are

' “you fearful that'l] set off a chain reac.

tior among the other allies where (ha
situation is, it’s that tenuous?

A. No, 1 doubt that they would.
country or so
among some of the smaliler allies that

tnight follow suit, but the rest, restas.

sured, wouldn't,

- Closeness to War

Q. Mr. President, you said a littfe
while ago that you felit that the world

- Wasa little more secure a place since

you've been in power. How do you ac.
count for the fact that so many people
in so many countries think that dur-
ing the last three and a half years the
world hys moved closer “to war,
rather thun closer to peace?

-~
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decision on it. They .

e other countries, basi-

the other.
NATO countries, they’re all going for-

fenses, they

- or to sit down

o

A. 1 would say that that is because
that’s all that most of the pecple have
been hearing in political dialogue
from one side since we’'ve been here
in the three and a half years — that I
somehow have an itchy finger and am
going to blow up the world. And that
has all been duly reported by so many
of you that that

eople have been
o't do me any good to tell you that
having seen four wars in my lifetime
= I'don’t know of anyone in or out of
Government. that i3 more deter.
minedly seekirng peace than I am.

And my goal i3 the tota] elimination
of nuclear weapons. If we can get
those fellows back to the table and get
them to start down that road of
mutual reduction, then they might
find out what common sense it would
mean to eliminate them. But I would

. also point out that if we're that dan-

gerous in three and a half years, why
i3 it that while the Soviefs are stiil
carrying on in Afghanistan and back-
ing the forces in Kampuchea, the
North Vietnamese forces there — but
all those gains that they were making
in the few years before we came here

. — Ethiopia, South Yemen, Angola, all

of those things — they haven't taken

another inch of territory since we’ve
been here?

Q. I think, Mr. President, what the
ordinary person is seeing, is that the
United States i3 rearming heavily,
that Russians are rearming heavily,
and the ordinary persun says, What js
going to be the outcome of this arms
race? Nobody is at any table,

A. No, it is as simple as this. The
Soviets - this isn’t new for them —
they’re up at fuil pitch,

i8, On the other
oW that when for the
first time in, as I say, decades, they
see us determined to refurbish our de.
know that, they can't
match ug if

Which means

work out something in which they

~ won’t have to run the risk of sormeone

being superior to them militari'y,
Helen's told me I'm all through,

7 I doubt if they.
could expand. their military produc- ,
~ tionanyplgce beyond where it s right
- now or the rate that it
* hand, they kn

there is such a race., -

that the only aitérna- !

- tive for them i3 to watch us catch up |
at the table with us and

is the tone that the .
getting, And it does- |




